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FIELD TRIP REPORT 
 
Visit to Tara in  Panvel, Pen and Kolad on 3rd Feb 2020. 
 
1. HERBAL MEDICINE PROJECT AT TARA, PANVEL.  

Contact:  The persons handling the Project are Fr Abhay and Fr Jacob. 
There is a person trained in Herbal medicine to train and guide the tribals. 

Activity:     
a. The main focus is to train Adivasis to identify plants that are used as Herbal health supplements as well as 

encouraging them to grow the same plants by giving them saplings.\ 
b. Sessions are also conducted to teach them the art of processing of these herbs that are used for common 

health problems.  
c. Children are taught about cleanliness so that there is no spread of germs and infection, like just washing 

of hands. 
d. They have health supplements for Diabetes, Pain, Stomach ailments, etc. 

Challenges:   
a) They are currently having a case pending in the courts whereby they are unable to fence the entire 

property. As a result cattle enter the premises and destroy the plantation. 

Suggestion:   
a) We suggested that the inner area could be fenced so as to protect the inner plantations. 

Current Status:  SADA has been supporting part of their activity from Oct 19 to March 20. 
 
2. The next visit was to Pen, Maitrey Raj Foundation and Ankur. 

Contact:  The persons handling both the projects is Dr Vaishali Patil. 
 
Activity:  MAITREY RAJ FOUNDATION 

a) Sanitary pads manufacture facility, 200 nos per day. 
b) Conduct of Health camps for Khatkaris in the region. 
c) Health and disease awareness programmes are held 
d) Facility for treatment too is possible. 

Challenges:  
a) The Sanitary pad facility currently employs 3 to 4 persons since there is not much sale for the unbranded 

product.  

Suggestion:    We suggested a market for the same in areas where we are supporting which have a dominance of 
adult females. With increased volumes more could be employed. 
 
Current Status:        SADA as well as ADA are currently not involved. 
 
Activity:  ANKUR – OFFICE. 

a) Education of the tribals mainly Khatkaris. 
b) Awareness of their rights and entitlements. 
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c) Helping obtain Government grants / schemes to them. 
d) Motivating the tribals to stand up for their rights. 

There are students from Tata Institute of Social Science who intern there on a regular basis, thus providing them 
the requisite knowledge as well as help in surveys and obtaining data on tribals. 
 
Current Status:   SADA as well as ADA are currently not involved 
 
3.  JEEVANDHARA at Kolad. 

Contact:    The Nirmala Niketan sisters, Sr Margaret and Sr Hilda. 
 
Activity: 

a) Education upto High school. 
b) Conduct of computer class. 
c) Tribal rights awareness sessions. 
d) Help in obtaining Govt grants and facilities. 
e) Activities for youth and children 
f) Helping obtain Adhaar, Ration cards etc for the tribals. 
g) Coordinating jobs in local industry. 
h) Cattle and poultry rearing activity. 

Future Plans:  To start a trust to provide loans to women to make them self sufficient. 
 
Current Status:   SADA and ADA are currently not involved 
 


